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Muffin,” various /lex X cultivars, and a few Chamaecvparis and Cryptomeria cultivars. This
garden is poised for a great growth year in 1996. Main problem: developing a good trail
strategy through this garden and connecting to existing theme gardens.

4, An “Alternative Fruits Garden™ was initiated in September, 1995 with a planting on
the northern edge of the vegetable garden. Planted by a Fruit and Vegetable Production class,
this small first planting is mainly composed of plants donated by Mr. Sherwood Aiken of Sibley,
Louisiana. Sherwood is a priceless plant enthusiast whose long life of planning and planting,
nurseries and gardens has left him one happy man. While he has many, many years of
nurserying under his belt, he is but a young gardener. Plants include three varieties of J ujubes,
Ziziphus jyjuba (*Swobodd,” *S.0.”), Pawpaw, Asimina triloba (*Sunflower.’ “Taytwo,” ‘Reb
Gold,” *Mary Foos J,” and ‘Mitchell’), Mayhaws, Crataegus opaca (*Winnie #7, ‘Superspur,’
“Winnie # 10,” *“Winnie # 8'), a Goombi berry, Elaegnus multiflora, and a Prunus (sloe plum).
The collection of hard-to-find cultivars are now happy in their new home: a full-sun, easy access,
high visibility location near the College Avenue sidewalk.

5. An"Art/Alley” garden was constructed in the fall of 1995 in the 60" X 14' lane that lies
between the two Art buildings. Prior to the garden’s development,, this little strip was an
eyesore: a barren sweep of beaten down grass, very poorly drained and a favorite place for the
smokers in the building to deposit their butts. Mr. Jon Wink, Chair of the Art Department, asked
if we could do something in this little courtyard and I turned the task over to Robert Simkunas.
Robert is a Horticulture/Art major and a work-study student for the Arboretum. Robert tackled
the project with vigor and enthusiasm. He created rock-lined drainage lanes that captured the
bulk of the downspout flooding. He planted a diverse collection of plants that love shade,
including the following Buxus microphylla varieties: *Henry Hohman,’ ‘Helen Whiting,’
“Japonica,” ‘Green Beauty,” ‘Morris Dwarf," ‘Koreana,’ *Sunnyside,” *Green Mound,’ and ‘John
Baldwin’. In addition, we have planted a rare Buxus himalayensis, Buxus harlandii, Buxus
sinica insularis “Tide Hill,” and Buxus sinica *Justin Brower.” Other special plants include a
Foekinia hodginsii, three Acer truncatum trees, Taxus chinensis, and one very rare Torreva
grandis. Finally, we chose this location as good shelter for the questionably hardy Camptotheca
acuminata, the happy tree of China, a species highly sought because of its cancer-fighting
reputation. Interspersed in this courtyard garden are dozens of small kurume azaleas (these may
be shifted out or around a bit as the boxwoods and others fill their space).

6. Additions to the “Conifer and Holly Garden™ have been substantial in 1995. Adjacent to
the shrub border described above, this garden lies between the physical plant and the Art
building on a dry, sunny, harsh slope. After many years, this seldom-visited section of the
Arboretum is just now coming into its own. In the past this garden has been one of the first to
get a little weedy or go dry a bit longer than prudent. That’s probably related to the distance and
problems in other high visitation areas of the Arboretum, pushing this spot to the back burner.

In spite of this harsh early life, an interesting grouping of plants are now well established on this
sunny slope. Some of the five and six year old conifers that deserve mentioning include a 10'
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hard freezes (one into the lower twenties), all varieties had been burned free of leaves except
one: L. ‘Pinkie’ remained green and healthy. As Dr. George analyzes the results of this across-
the-state test and tables them, I will include the results in future newsletters.

11. The “Perennial Border” had a ternific vear in 1995. Ruth Williamson served as the curator
and the best testimony | can give is this, | never pulled a weed there last year. Standouts
included all the ornamental grasses, Penstemon triflorus, and P. *Husker Red.” Good
combinations noted this past year included a nice planting of Chrysanthemum *Country Girl’
next to a colony of Aster ‘Purple Dome” (terrific; blooms at same time in the fall, white-pink
and dark purple blooms, respectively). Ruth finally subdued the Salvias and Chasmanthium
latifolium, inland sea oats, into staying within their allotted territory. At the north end of the
border by the telephone pole, a new planting has been added. In this small patch are several
varieties of Buddleia, the butterfly bush and a smattering of other interesting plants. The
Erythrinas were everywhere this year. Verbena ‘Homestead Purple’ (very disease-resistant and
durable Verbena) looked strong with no sign of mildew and bloomed off and on much of the
year,

12. The “Jean Barnhart Daylily Garden™ had a show in 1995 so bright that we thought about
passing out sunshades during the May Garden Gala Day. The garden was rededicated in April
1995 as a surprise for Jean. Jean is a a nationally-known hybridizer, a superlative plants lady,
and friend of the Arboretum. Jean has two varieties sitting on Chelsea trail in England, the entry
of which is judged by the Royal Horticultural Society. In attendance: Delores Jones, Suc Casper
Norma Singleton, Sondra Alliston, Maxine Gwinn, Jean Consford, Imogene Pugh, Jackie
Timmons, and Max Pugh. The garden received a facelift in 1995. We have planted a screen of
Magnolia grandiflora ‘Bracken’s Brown Beauty’ down the south side. We have added a path of
14" pavers down the middle, smoothly and effectively connecting the Texas Heritage Garden
with the Herb Garden. The Daylily Society will have hundreds of named varieties of daylilies
for sale during the day-long May 18, 1996 Garden Gala Day. In 1995, we ran out right at the
beginning of the sale.

There are many other significant plant additions here and there in the gardens and just
about every area of the garden has received a transfusion. 1996 will be a critical year. The key
ingredient to success depends on the first two or three years of establishment: irrigation, light
fertilization, good mulch program and timely weeding.

OTHER ARBORETUM IMPROVEMENTS

In addition to plants, the Arboretum enjoyed a little housekeeping this past year. A
railing has been placed around the fountain and down the steps that lead to the “Elking
Environment.” Drainage improvements have been made here and there (much more is needed).
The North Woods, the future site of the “endangered plants garden,” was mowed twice in 1995,
spruced up and lots of brush eliminated. Winter ryegrass was spread over the entire area in the
Fall, 1995. Bridges have been strengthened to better deal with flood events.



1988:

1989:

1990:

approach developed.
¢Expedition to Mexico with Lynn Lowrey.

¢Dry Garden created as foundation planting of Art building.

¢:Shelby County courthouse landscape project. an outreach effort that involves
students planting a wide variety of native trees and shrubs.

¢Irrigation system expanded into the bottomland (2" mainline, manual valves, 1"
submains, 6' risers on steel t-posts, and impact sprinklers on a 50' X 50' grid).
Student volunteers. Philosophy: . . . you pay for an irrigation system whether
you buy one or not,” Irrigation is a key factor the garden’s success.

¢(Garden structures: two bridges, five benches, landscape timber steps.

¢Bog Garden is created in a naturally wet area of the bottomland. Peter Loos
takes chief design and curatorial role.

¢ A holly row created along the LaNana Creek trail. /lex opaca varieties adjacent
to the native plants garden and Oriental hollies adjacent to Asian valley section.
¢ A full-sun container growing area created by three students: 24' X 90",

¢OFirst crude hand-drawn map handout placed at kiosk at front of arboretum.
¢'Vegetable garden created at the north end of the Arboretum complete with
solid-set sprinkler irrigation.

¢A conifer and holly garden was created on the south side of the Physical plant as
well as a foundation planting for the eastern face of the Art building. RR ties,
mulch.

¢8.B. Hayter trust funds a two-year site analysis of a proposed plant sanctuary,
Mill Creek Gardens. Chuck Martindale’s MS thesis project.

¢Two-week tour of east coast Arboretums and botanical gardens.

¢Continued plantings of the new conifer/holly garden, the bog garden.

¢Bog Garden gets a 60' long catwalk - Chuck Martindale and Rick Rankin.
¢Herb Society of Deep East Texas tackles an expansion plan.

¢ Arboretum becomes a part of the LaNana creek trail project.

¢Ten-day excursion across the south visiting arboretums and botanical gardens,
nurseries, and plant enthusiasts. Return with many new plants.

¢OPlant inventory moved to computere database and hand-drawn maps updated.
Rick Rankin begins survey work of the arboretum.

¢Expedition to Mexico with Lynn Lowrey, Ted Doremus, Alice Staub, J ohn
Fairey, Carl Schoenfeld, and Meg Hoey. Return with many new plants (seed and
cuttings).

ODecember 23, 1989 record low. Temperature dips to zero.

¢Local chapter of the American Hemerocallis Society establishes the daylily
garden - $2000 gift. Railroad tie beds and plans for a fountain.

¢Daughters of the Republic of Texas gift allows for the creation of the Texas
Heritage Garden - plants popular in early Texas landscapes. $2000 gift.





























































































